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fore the latter is mandatory. Among present
hybridization methods, Southern blotting is
openly favored, as the only one able to de-
tect low copy number of HPV and to pro-
vide information about the physical state of

the viral genome. Since the book was writ-
ten before most recent results on geneam-
plification by polymerase chain reaction, not
much can be found there on this very prom-
sing technique. Whereas, however, assess-
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ment and classification of HPV change at a
striking speed, the methodological issues
considered in the book should retain their
value for much longer.
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