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Handle with care! ‘Complex scoring systems in measuring health-
related quahty of life. Commentary on W:lson et al. “The SF-36

fderabfe progress: was made in the development of instru-
techmques for controlling the uncerta/nty associated w:th

agues2 glve an exceﬂent example of how such a careful analysis
ides vaiuable msrghts in the potential difficulties that may arise from

bsca]es enter the MCS with negatzve Wetghtmg, a negattve
physrcaf subseales may result.in fmproved MCS scores even 1f

eadmg 4 esults ih both cross-sectional studies and studies assessing
- ange over z‘/me An alternat:ve approach to the sconng of the SF-36

aiuatmg and momtonng health outcomes in clinical and population-
d studies. The SF-36 has been extensively (and successfully) tested
4its developers from a variety .of psychometric perspectives. Even
tho gh problems of extema/ validity and unexpected results as identified
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