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Technical Reports 

AIDS surveillance in Europe: Status at 31st March 1992 

The AIDS cases recorded in this report fulfil the CDC case 
definition published in the Morbidity and Mortali ty Weekly 
Report  in September 1982 (MMWR,  Sept. 24, 1982, 31, 
507-514) and revised in June 1985 (MMWR,  June 28, 1985, 34, 
373-375; WHO: Wkly. Epidem. Rec. 1986; 61:69-72)  and in 
August 1987 (MMWR,  August 14, 1987, 36/N~ WHO: 
Wkly. Epidem. Rec. 1988; 63:1-7) .  One source per country, 
recognized by the respective national health authorities, pro- 
vides the data either as an extract of their non-aggregate AIDS 
data set, or on standard tables. Each source is responsible for the 
quality of the data provided. 

By 31 March 1992, a cumulative total of 71 570 
AIDS cases had been reported in the countries of 
theWHO European region. None of the republics 
of the former USSR or Yugoslavia has sent sepa- 
rate AIDS surveillance data to the Centre. Some of 
these states are members of the United Nations but 
not yet members of WHO. For convenience and 
while awaiting clarification, data from these coun- 
tries have been grouped respectively under "CIS 
and Baltic states" and "Yugoslavia". 
The cases reported between January and March 
1992 represent an increase of 23 % compared to the 
same period of 1991 (Table 1). There has been a 

Tab. 1. AIDS cases and annual rates per million population, by country and period of report cumulative totals to 31 March 1992, 
cases reported in 1990, 1991 and between 1 January and 31 March 1990, 1991 and 1992 - 31 European countr ies .  

Country Cumulative total Reported in: 
31.03.1992 

1990 1991 1990 1991 1992 
Jan - Mar  Jan - Mar  Jan - Mar  

N Rate o N Rate ~176 N N N 

Albania 0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0 0 
Austria 750 133 17.4 182 23.6 46 55 66 
Belgium 1 103 228 22.9 222 22.4 55 28 57 
Bulgaria 13 * 2 0.2 4 0.4 0 - - 
CIS & Baltic states 72 * 22 0.1 24 0.1 0 2 - 
Czechoslovakia 28 5 0.3 2 0.1 4 1 2 
Denmark  972 200 39.0 207 40.6 55 49 47 
Finland 104 19 3.8 25 5.0 2 3 4 
France 18926 4262 75.9 4691 82.7 835 1304 1090 
Germany, Fed. Rep. 7957 1287 16.3 1 921 24.2 347 564 424 
Greece 609 135 13.5 147 14.6 18 45 50 
Hungary 83 16 1.5 31 3.0 2 7 4 
Iceland 22 3 12.0 6 20.0 0 0 0 
Ireland 266 55 15.7 62 17.7 18 14 25 
Israel 176 40 8.7 28 5.7 8 6 7 
Italy 12754 2 920 50.7 3382 58.6 761 826 1145 
Luxemburg 51 9 23.9 12 30.0 2 4 6 
Malta 22 * # 1 2.9 7 17.5 0 0 - 
Monaco 7 3 107.1 2 71.4 0 1 0 
Netherlands 2 076 457 30.8 419 27.9 115 119 126 
Norway 261 50 11.8 57 13.3 8 8 9 
Poland 103 22 0.6 35 0.9 7 7 18 
Portugal 882 225 21.8 231 22.2 62 49 78 
Romania  1 876 1099 47.5 536 22.9 0 153 172 
San Marino 1 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0 0 
Spain 13261 2856 73.4 4066 104.3 662 710 1706 
Sweden 675 130 15.3 135 15.7 26 47 30 
Switzerland 2400 456 68.6 613 90.1 96 163 172 
Turkey 68 16 0.3 18 0.3 3 1 6 
United Kingdom 5 782 1268 22.2 1 353 23.5 327 356 331 
Yugoslavia 270 65 2.7 80 3.3 11 12 16 

TOTAL 71 570 15 984 18 498 3470 4534 5591 

Source of  population data: Population & Soci&~s, 1NED, Paris: ~ 1990 (N~ ~176 1991 (N~ 
* December 1991 data. 

23 cases reported by 31.03. 1992; data received too late for inclusion. 
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Tab. 3. AIDS cases by disease category and period of report reported in 1990, 1991 and between I January and 31 March 1992, 
and cumulative totals to 31 March 1992 - 31 European countries*. 

Disease category ** 1990 1991 01.01.1992- Cumulative total 
31.03. 1992 

N % N % N % N % 

Opportunistic infection 11 959 74.8 141 / 7 76.3 4187 74.9 53 895 75.3 

Kaposi's sarcoma 1 428 8.9 1 638 8.9 474 8.5 7228 10.1 

Opportunistic infection plus 361 2.3 444 2.4 106 1.9 2224 3.1 
Kaposi's sarcoma 

Lymphoma 463 2.9 523 2.8 191 3.4 2138 3.0 

HIV encephalopathy 708 4.4 800 4.3 229 4.1 2729 3.8 

HIV wasting syndrome 1007 6.3 939 5.1 388 6.9 3 087 4.3 

Lymphoid interstitial 58 0.4 37 0.2 16 0.3 269 0.4 
pneumonia 

TOTAL 15984 t00.0 18498 100.0 5 591 t00.0 71 570 100.0 

* See Table 1 for the list of countries. 
** Disease categories are ordered hierarchically. Cases belonging to more than one category are included in the category listed first. 

Cases ( x  1000) 

Five t ransmiss ion groups 

31 March 1992 - 31 mars 1992 

/ 
7 - -  

4 -  

7 / / - - :  ,; 

0 

<1981 81 8 2  8 3  8 4  85  8 6  87  88  8 9  9 0  91 92  
Year of d i a g n o s i s  

I M / C - M / E #  ~ T r a n s f / H e m o p h  ~ He te ro  ~ IDU-Tox  I J H o m o / b i  

* The homo/b isexua l  IDU cases have been dist r ibuted equal ly  in the homo/b isexua l  and IDU groups 
** January  - March 

# Transmission group: Mother- to-chi ld 

Fig. 2. AIDS cases by year of diagnosis - 31 European countries. 
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Tab. 8. Cumulative paediatric AIDS cases* by country and transmission group reported by 31 March 1992 - 31 European 
countries. 

Country Transmission group 

Mother-to-child ~ Haemo- Transfusion Other/ Total 
philiac recipient ** Unknown * 

IDU Hetero. Oth/U Total N % N % N % 
Toxico Aut/I 

N % 

Albania 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Austria 11 2 3 16 84.2 1 5.3 2 10.5 0 0.0 19 
Belgium 2 46 4 52 78.8 2 3.0 9 13.6 3 4.5 66 
Bulgaria 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
CIS&Baltic states 0 3 1 4 9.5 0 0.0 0 0.0 38 90.5 42 
Czechoslovakia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Denmark 2 5 2 9 100.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0,0 9 
Finland 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
France 117 169 22 308 79.4 23 5.9 52 13.4 5 1,3 388 
Germany, F.R. 25 7 12 44 71.0 8 12.9 10 16.1 0 0.0 62 
Greece 0 0 5 5 41.7 5 41.7 2 16.7 0 0.0 12 
Hungary 0 0 0 0 0.0 0 0.0 2 100.0 0 0.0 2 
Iceland 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ireland 6 3 0 9 100.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 9 
Israel 0 2 1 3 100.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 3 
Italy 149 79 21 249 91.2 14 5.1 7 2.6 3 1.1 273 
Luxemburg 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Malta 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Monaco 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Netherlands 3 4 4 11 57.9 1 5.3 7 36.8 0 0.0 19 
Norway 1 0 0 1 100.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 
Poland 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Portugal 0 2 9 11 50.0 6 27.3 4 18.2 1 4.5 22 
Romania 0 32 71 103 5.8 7 0.4 557 31.5 1099 62.2 i766 
San Marino 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Spain 153 37 139 329 83.3 48 12.2 11 2.8 7 1.8 395 
Sweden 0 5 0 5 71.4 1 14.3 1 14.3 0 0.0 7 
Switzerland 17 12 6 35 97.2 1 2.8 0 0.0 0 0.0 36 
Turkey 0 0 0 0 0.0 1 50.0 1 50.0 0 0.0 2 
United Kingdom 9 41 8 58 74.4 12 15.4 8 10.3 0 0.0 78 
Yugoslavia 2 1 0 3 42.9 3 42.9 1 14.3 0 0.0 7 

TOTAL 497 450 308 1255 39.0 133 4.1 674 20.9 1156 35.9 3218 

* Children under 13 years of age. 
~ Mother's transmission group: IDU - Injecting drug use 

Hetero. - Heterosexual contact 
Oth/U - Other or Unknown. 

** Includes recipients of blood components or tissue. 
* Includes cases infected by multiple injections. 

considerable increase in the number  o f  cases re- 
por ted by Spain in the last quarter,  but  this is 
mainly related to delayed report ing o f  previously 
diagnosed cases. 
The analysis o f  cases reported in the first quarter  o f  
1992 shows a cont inuat ion  in the upward  trend in 
age at diagnosis for female adults (Table 4). The 
p ropor t ion  o f  women  aged less than 30 years de- 

c reased  f rom 55% in 1990 to 45.5% in the first 
quarter  of  1992. A more  detailed analysis using 
the European  Non-Aggrega te  A I D S  Data  Set 
( E N A A D S )  shows that  this trend is observed 
mainly in the infecting drug user group ( IDU),  
where it occurs in bo th  sexes. This contrasts  with a 
stable age distribution observed in the male h o m o /  
bisexual and the heterosexual groups. The distribu- 

tion o f  the reported cases by transmission group 
shows the persistence o f  a marked  predominance  
o f  the male homo/bisexual  and I D U  groups, in 
roughly  equal propor t ions  (Table 6). The propor -  
tion o f  cases in the haemophil iac  and transfusion 
recipient groups continues to decrease. The propor -  
t ion in the heterosexual group has increased gradu- 
ally to approximately  12 % of  the European  cases 
diagnosed in 1992. For  women,  this p ropor t ion  is 
a round  30% of  adults reported in 1992 (Table 5). 
These distributions vary considerably according to 
the count ry  (Table 7): 
Of  the 3218 paediatric cases reported in the region, 
55 % were reported in R o m a n i a  and are mainly due 
to b lood-borne  or nosocomial  transmission of  
HIV.  For  the other countries, 80 % of  the cases are 
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Tab. 9. Adult  and paediatric ~ AIDS cases with Non-Hodgkin  Lymphoma (NHL) reported at diagnosis ~176 by country, 24 European 
countries - ENAADS: 31 March 1992. 

Country Adults Paediatric Total ** 

AIDS NHL AIDS NHL AIDS NHL 

N N % N N % N N % 

Austria 729 36 4.9 21 1 4.8 750 37 4.9 
Belgium 1036 40 3.9 67 1 1.5 1 103 41 3.7 
CIS & Baltic states * 29 0 0.0 43 0 0.0 72 0 0.0 
Czechoslovakia 28 1 3.6 0 0 - 28 1 3.6 
Denmark 961 45 4.7 11 1 9.1 972 46 4.7 
France 18 525 605 3.3 401 3 0.7 18 926 608 3.2 
Germany. F.R.  7873 299 3.8 74 3 4.1 7975 302 3.8 
Greece* 531 15 2.8 14 0 0.0 559 15 2.7 
Hungary 80 7 8.8 3 0 0.0 83 7 8.4 
Iceland 22 0 0.0 0 0 - 22 0 0.0 
Israel 172 8 4.7 4 1 25.0 176 9 5.1 
Italy 12469 380 3.0 283 4 1.4 12754 384 3.0 
Monaco 7 0 0.0 0 0 - 7 0 0.0 
Netherlands 2056 68 3.3 20 0 0.0 2076 68 3.3 
Norway 256 6 2.3 1 0 0.0 261 6 2.3 
Poland 103 1 1.0 0 0 - 103 1 1.0 
Portugal 849 19 2.2 26 1 3.8 882 20 2.3 
Romania  106 5 4.7 1770 7 0.4 1 876 12 0.6 
Spain 12704 263 2.1 415 7 1.7 13261 273 2.1 
Sweden 668 30 4.5 7 0 0.0 675 30 4.4 
Switzerland 2362 64 2.7 38 1 2.6 2400 65 2.7 
Turkey 66 1 1.5 2 0 0.0 68 1 1.5 
United Kingdom 5 660 177 3.1 87 2 2.3 5 782 182 3.1 
Yugoslavia 261 9 3.4 9 0 0.0 270 9 3.3 

TOTAL 67 553 2079 3.1 3296 32 1.0 71063 2117 3.0 

~ Less than 15 years of  age. 
~176 Due to the hierarchical ordering of  disease categories, cases presenting with opportunistic infections and/or  Karposi 's  sarcoma 

together with NHL are not reported as NHL. 
* December 1991 data. 

** Includes 214 AIDS cases of unknown age of which 6 presented with NHL. 

Tab, 10. Adult  and paediatric ~ AIDS cases with Non-Hodgkin Lymphoma (NHL) reported at diagnosis ~176 by transmission group, 
24 European countries * - E N A A D S :  31 March 1992. 

Transmission group Adults Paediatric Total + 

AIDS NHL AIDS NHL AIDS NHL 

N N % N N % N N % 

Male homo/bisexual 29265 1001 3.4 - - - 29318 1005 3.4 
Injecting drug user (IDU) 23917 592 2.5 1 0 0.0 24031 593 2.5 
Homo/bisexual IDU 1243 32 2.6 - - - 1246 32 2.6 

Haemophiliac/coagulation 1 573 61 3,9 202 11 5.4 1 782 72 4.0 
disorder 

Transfusion recipient ** 1 875 71 3.8 686 4 0.6 2 565 75 2.9 
Heterosexual contact 6 297 185 2.9 - - - 6 311 186 2.9 
Mother-to-child - - - 1246 13 1.0 1246 13 1.0 
Other /Unknown 3383 137 4.0 1161 4 0.3 4564 141 3.1 

TOTAL 67 553 2079 3.1 3296 32 1.0 71063 2117 3.0 

* Austria, Belgium, CIS & Baltic states, Czechoslovakia, Denmark,  France, F.R.  Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Israel, 
Italy, Monaco, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania,  Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, United Kingdom, 
Yugoslavia. 

oo Due to the hierarchical ordering of disease categories, cases presenting with opportunistic infections and/or  Kaposi 's sarcoma 
together with NHL are not  reported as NHL. 

~ Less than 15 years of  age. 
** Includes recipients of blood components  or tissue. 
+ Includes 214 AIDS cases of unknown age of which 6 presented with NHL. 
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Cases 
N- 

100% 

75% 

50% 

31 European countries 

31 March 1992 

31 94 3 0 0  724  1 8 5 9  3 8 2 1  7 0 9 5  1 0 5 8 4  1 3 7 9 7  1 5 8 0 7  

7 

o @ N 

N 

25% 

0% 

1981 82 83 84  85 86 87 88 89 90 

~ - ~  Homo/b i  ~ IDU/TOx ~ Hetero 

T r a n s f / H e m o  ~ M / C - M / E #  ~ O t h / A u t  

Transmission group: Mother-to-child 

1 4 8 7 6  8 1 2  

m 2  

1 I 

91 92 
Year of diagnosis 

* The homo/bisexual IDU cases have been distributed equally in the homo/bisexual and IDU groups 
** J a n u a r y -  March 

Fig. 3. Percentage distribution of AIDS cases by transmission group*, according to year of diagnosis. 

Tab. 11. EC concerted action on monitoring HIV prevalence among STD patients: population studied and number  positive, by 
network, June 1990 - December 1991. 

Location of network Durat ion of Patients Refusals Patients with HIV-I positive 
observation period reported known results patients 

weeks N N N N 

Belgium 82 749 44 606 15 
Czechoslovakia 29 245 0 245 0 
Denmark 78 4106 832 2 818 87 
Finland 80 1479 266 1 162 4 
France * * 12 2 042 79 1 960 120 
Germany, F.R.  58 535 69 264 23 
Greece 53 1008 29 979 14 
Hungary * 26 3 627 11 3 474 2 
Italy 68 2 471 34 1 770 21 t 
Netherlands 11 1016 50 959 54 
Norway 82 851 0 768 10 
Portugal 70 676 14 606 28 
Spa in -Basque  country 82 900 39 836 106 
S p a i n -  Madrid 82 1029 29 988 204 
Sweden 45 1068 210 773 2 
Switzerland 78 1 270 250 996 58 
UK - England & Wales ** 60 10134 - 10 098 181 
U K  - Scotland 57 3 703 - 3 702 25 

TOTAL 36 909 1956 33 004 1144 

* Mandatory testing. 
** Unlinked anonymous testing. 

- Data  not available. 
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% A I D S  c a s e s  w i t h  N H L  by age  g r o u p  

6 

1 8 7  

2 1 7  

1 8 5 4  

1 0 3 8  

< 1  1 - 4  
0 I 

5 - 9  0 " 1 4  

4 6 7  

5 3 9 6  

1 5 7 7 2  
1 6 9 9 6  

I L 

I I 

2 0 - 2 4  2 5 - 2 9  

1 0 3 1 2  

9 8 0  

] 
I 

4 8 6 8  

1 7 6  

i I 
4 0 - 4 9  5 0 - 5 9  

Age group 

I 1 I I ~  
5 - 1 9  3 0 - 3 4  3 6 - 3 9  ~- 6 0  

* Due to hierarchical ordering of disease categories, cases presenting with infections and/or Kaposi's sarcoma 
together with NHL are not reported as NHL. 

The total number of AIDS cases in each age group is noted at the top of each bar. 

Fig. 4. AIDS  cases with non-Hodgkin  l ymphoma  reported at diagnosis *, by age group - ENAADS:  24 European  countries, 31 
March 1992. 

Tab. 13. EC concerted action on moni tor ing  HIV prevalence among  STD patients - Females: number  tested and percentage posi- 
tive, by exposure category and by network,  June 1990 - December  1991. 

Location of  network Injecting Originating Sexual contact Heterosexual U n k n o w n  Total 
drug user f rom with one of  not  in the 
( IDU)  endemic the previous previous 

areas categories categories 

N % N % N % N % N % N 

Belgium 6 0.0 16 
Czechoslovakia 0 0.0 - 
Denmark  * 16 18.8 8 
Finland 5 0.0 0 
France * 15 13.3 146 
Germany,  F. R. * 3 33.1 1 
Greece 9 0.0 4 
Hungary  * 2 0.0 0 
Italy 59 76.3 0 
Netherlands 12 58.3 34 
Norway  15 0.0 3 
Portugal  13 38.5 46 
S p a i n -  Basque country 67 86.6 14 
S p a i n - M a d r i d  93 78.5 25 
Sweden 2 0.0 - 
Switzerland 5 40.0 2 
U K  - England & Wales 28 3.6 
U K - S c o t l a n d *  11 9.1 - 

12.5 15 6.7 277 0.0 14 0.0 328 
- - -- 41 0.0 48 0.0 89 
0.0 20 0.0 717 0.3 38 2.6 799 
0.0 - - 380 0.5 0 0.0 385 
2.1 - - 532 0.6 11 0.0 704 
0.0 - - 44 2.3 10 10.0 58 

25.0 - - 160 0.0 9 0.0 182 
0.0 - - 197 0.0 823 0.0 1022 
0.0 - - 447 2.7 1 0.0 507 
0.0 - - 120 0.0 114 0.0 280 
0.0 - - 401 0.0 14 0.0 433 
2.2 - - 200 0.5 1 0.0 260 
7.1 - - 544 2.4 7 14.3 632 
8.0 - - 374 7.5 26 34.6 518 
- - - 138 0.0 93 0.0 233 
0.0 - - 74 4.1 2 0.0 83 
- - - 3679 0.0 198 0.5 3905 
- - - 1223 0.2 26 0.0 1260 

* Da ta  on sex was not  available for some patients. 
- Data  not  available. 
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1988 1989 1990 1991-92 
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OR: adusled odds ratios 
CI: conf idence interval 
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* Due to hierarchical order ing of disease categories, cases presenting with opportunist ic infections and/or  
Kaposi 's sarcoma together with NHL are not reported as NHL. 

Fig. 5. AIDS cases with NHL reported at diagnosis *, by transmission group and year of diagnosis - ENAADS: 24 European 
countries, 3t March 1992. 

related to perinatal transmission. Drug use is still 
the most frequent risk factor in the mothers of these 
children (Table 8). 

European centre for the epidemiologicai 
monitoring of AIDS 
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